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© 10t - GENERAL HAIG

" FROM: COLONEL KENNEDY

THE BRIEF CARVER PAPER ON THIEU, WHICH ! MENTIONED [N MY E&RL!ER
MESSAGEs IS ATTACHED., THE YS REFERENCE HAS BEEN SENT SEPARATELY
™ you.

WARM REGARDS.
1. MR, KENNEDY RELAYED THIS MDRNING (2] OECEMBER) YOUR REQUEST

FOR AN ASSESSMENT OF PRESIDENT THIEU'S CURRENT ATTITUDE WITH RESPECT

TO THE WHOLE SUBJECT OF NEGOTIATIONS AND OFf HIS PRODBABLE BEWAVIOR

" WITH REGARD TD CDOPERATING IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF ANY SETTLE~
MENT WE MAY BE ABLE TO NEGOTIATE WITH HANODI, ACTUALLY» MUCH OF THIS

:»GRHUND WAS COVERED IN THE 12 DECEMBER MESSAGE RESPONDING Tn YOUR

REQUEST FROM PARLS (RELAYED BY GENERAL HAIG) FOR A DETALLED

S ASSESSMENT OF THIEUYS NATINNAL ASSEMBLY SPEECH. WHEN 1 GAVE

‘DISCUSSED 1Ts HE INDICATEOD THAT HﬁgﬂAﬁgﬁﬂlﬂﬁglﬂngLAY IT 70 YOU N
ITS ENTIRETY VIA SOME WHITE HDUSE [ DD NOT KNOW THE

THAT 12 DECEMBER MEMORANDUM TO GENERAL HAIG, AND AFETER WE HAD

NUMBER OR NOMENCLATURE OF THE CABLE BY WHICH IT WAS SENTY TQ YOU
IN PARIS» BUT A COPY OF ITS TYEXT IS APPENDED HERETO. :
2. IN THIS GENERAL SPHEREs THERE HAVE BEEN TWOD DEVELOPMENTS

SINCE 12 DECEMBER THAT ARE LIKELY TO IMPACT ON THIEU#S ATTITUDE oRr -

BEHAYIOR: THE RESUMPTION DF U.S. AERIAL ATTACKS NORTHM OF THE
20TH PARALLEL (WITH ATTENDANT RESEEDING OF THE MINES BLOCKING

CUNARTH VIETNAM'S PORTS) AND GENERAL HAIG'S VISIT 7O SAIGON.
- .3, WE MAVE NOT YET RECEIVED ANYL{gjgrggggngTgﬁzgngREPnRTING
‘DN THIEU'S MOOD SINCE THE BOMBING WAS RESUMED, B VIAUsLY

WitL HAVE WELCDMED THIS MOVE, HIS RESULTANT GDOD HUMOR MAY MAKE

HIM SOMEWHAT EASIER TO TALK‘TU: BUT HE‘wlLL NDT NECESSARILV'EECGME

END PAGE ONE
MDORE SUBSTANTIVELY FLEXIBLE. !NSTEAD: HE WILL ALMOST CERTAINLY

© FEEL THAT OuR ACCEPTANCE QF THE ADVISABILITY Or NECESS!TY fNF SUCH

{
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AN ACTION VINDICA?&S HIS EARLIER NEGATIVE EST!MATE BF HANOT'S
- wSERIOUSNESS® DR GOOD FAITH AND THAT» IN THE EVENTy HE wAs WwISE
NOT TO LET HIMSELF BE STAMPEDED,
. &, 1 CANNDT PROFITABLY COMMENT ON THE IMPACT DF GENERAL HALIG'S
S WISIT SINCE 1 DO NOT KNOW WHAT HE SAID TO PRESIDENT THIEU, OR VICE
. YERSAs THE CONTENTS OF PRESIDENT NIXON®!S LETTER OR THOSE OF YH!EU'S
REPLY. THE ONE REFLECTION WE HAVE SO FAR RECEIVED ON TH SR
O THIS VISIT 1S CONTAINEO IN YS-531y 21 DECEMBER 1972 w=- C osxq -

KHIEM'S COMMENTS TG SENIOR U.S. OFFTCTALS ARE ALWAVS j e
SELF~SERVINGs BUT IN THIS INSTANCE KHIEM'S REMARKS ABOUT THIEU SR
" AND THE LATTER'S! REACTIONS HAVE THE RING OF AUTHENTICITY, SR
2 5. KMIEM'S. COMMENTS PROVIDE ‘A MODEST MEASURE OF INDEPENDENT SN

SUPPORT FOR THE ATTACHED PAPER'S CENTRAL THESIS: THAT THIFU IS
'PROBABLY PREPARED (AT LEAST PRIVATELY) TO BE COOPERATIVE -
EVENTUALLY =~ ON ALL ISSUES SAVE NNE. GIVEN WIS PSYCHOLOGY,
TEMPERAMENT AND POLITICAL POSITION HE CANNOT AND ALMOST CERTAINLY S
WILL NOT SIGN AWAY THE GVN'S LEGAL RIGHT TO EXISTENCE, | R
KHIEM COVERS THIS POINT WITH THE SOMEWHAT MISLEADING PHRASE Of s R
WTHE JURIDICAL PRESENCE OF NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS IN SOUTH VIETNAM.®
 THE TROOPS» OF CDURSEs BOTMER THIEU AND HE 0BVIOUSLY WANTS THEM QUT. = o
'THE REAL ISSUE» HOWEVERs IS NOT THE NORTHERN TROUPS BUT THE o o
 JURIDICAL CONCEPT OF WVIETNAM® THAT DEFINES THEIR STATUS. | RS
~ THIEU CANNDT, AND WILL NOT, OFFICTIALLY ENDORSE THE CONCEPT THAT .
AT THIS MOMENT IN HISTORY THERE IS ONLY ONE VIETNAMESE STATE
~AND MENCEs BY DEFINITION, NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS IN THE SOuTH -
. ARE NOT "EOREIGN.® THE REASONS WHY THIS IS, AND (TO THIEU) HAS .
 To BEs A CENTRAL ISSUE DN WHICH THIEU FEELS HE CANNDT BUDGE ARE -
| DISCUSSED IN THE ATTACHED PAPER.
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